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In sum, the future of Social Security (and

Medicare) is not glum if the economy contin-
ues to grow at a reasonable rate. The way to
go, then, is to take steps to expand the econ-
omy.

But the remedies proposed to ‘‘fix’’ the So-
cial Security system that is not broken will
break both the security system and the econ-
omy. Let us, briefly, consider each of these
proposals.

1. Raise the payroll tax. Such a tax would
reduce the ‘‘disposable income’’ of employ-
ees. They and their families will have less
with which to buy. In our ‘‘market econ-
omy,’’ any such shrinkage of the ‘‘market’’
has to shrink the economy—less buying, less
production, fewer jobs. Right now, retailers
and manufacturers are stuck with a pile up
of 14 months of consecutive inventory accu-
mulations they cannot sell. To cut buying
power of employees would mean more unsold
wares.

2. Reduce the benefits. That would have
the same effect as raising the tax on employ-
ees. Reduced benefits mean reduced buying
power. And reduced buying power means re-
duced production, etc. ad nauseam.

3. Do not increase the benefits to keep up
with the rise in the cost of living. This, too,
would be a subtle, but effective way to do
what 1) and 2) above do more directly. If
prices rise and the ability to buy does not
rise simultaneously, people buy less. By now,
we all know the rest.

4. Tax the Social Security benefits of the
‘‘affluent.’’ Such a tax is, in effect, a reduc-
tion in benefits. Uncle Sam gives with one
hand—the security check—and takes with
the other hand, the tax. That would work
just like the other bad medicines.

In addition, who are the ‘‘affluent’’? Are
we talking about a retiree with an income of
$25,000 or a retiree with an income of
$250,000? To tax the latter would probably
not seriously change his or her spending hab-
its; to tax the former will.

What is not generally appreciated about
the Social Security system is that it is one
of the greatest and most reliable sources of
nourishment for the entire American econ-
omy. In 1995, some 43 million people will
have received about $340 billion with which
to buy things and purchase services. Let’s
assume that in a mean moment of madness,
all those payments were discontinued. How
long would the American economy be able to
sustain itself?

The Social Security system, however, does
more than provide the fuel for consumption,
it also provides capital for production. Every
year, for many years, the security fund has
generated multi-billion dollar surpluses. At
the end of this year, it will have a reserve of
more than half a trillion.

Where does that money go? It goes, just
about all of it, to purchase government secu-
rities. That frees up other capital for invest-
ment in the private sector of the economy.

In this way, the Social Security system
strengthens America in two ways: a) it gen-
erates buying power; b) it generates savings.

And, if we, as a nation, pursue policies to
expand, rather than stunt, growth, the entire
economy and U.S. Treasury, whose income is
drawn from that economy, will be in better
shape and our senior citizens need not worry
about either their or their children’s future.
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Mr. DIXON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay

tribute and to thank the Reverend Kwasi An-

thony Thornell for his wonderful ministry to the
citizens of the Washington, DC metropolitan
area. On January 1, 1996, the Reverend
Thornell will begin another chapter in his min-
istry as the new Rector of St. Philips Epis-
copal Church in Columbus, OH. As he pre-
pares to begin a new ministry, I am pleased
to have this opportunity to provide this retro-
spective of his many years of faithful and
steadfast ministry in our Nation’s Capital.

Father Kwasi—as he is affectionately known
by the many whose lives he has touched—has
indeed inspired many through his ministry. For
over a decade, he has served the National
Capital Area faithfully, spreading his message
and affection to the young and the old, as well
as to the healthy and the infirm. Although he
is moving on to continue his ministry in an-
other location, his contributions to the Wash-
ington metropolitan community warrant special
praise.

Born in Tuskegee, AL, the Reverend
Thornell was ordained to the priesthood by
Bishop John T. Walker in 1973. He is a can-
didate for the degree of doctor of ministry at
Wesley Seminary and holds a master of divin-
ity degree from the Episcopal Divinity School
in Cambridge, MA. He received his under-
graduate degree from Alma College in Alma,
MI. He is the father of three children.

For over two decades Father Kwasi has
been bringing spiritual awareness and hope to
communities in Detroit, MI; St. Louis, MO; and
our Nation’s Capital. In particular, he has been
deeply involved in efforts to eradicate violence
among our youth. As a matter of course, Fa-
ther Thornell has an abiding commitment to
eradicating the obstacles that perpetuate pov-
erty, illiteracy, and violence. Indeed, in the
Washington community, he successfully led
and improved the cathedral’s tutorial program,
and established a similar program at Calvary
Episcopal Church. His efforts to stamp out
youth violence are well known throughout the
Washington metropolitan community, where
he currently serves as a project coordinator for
the Violence Prevention Initiative for the Foun-
dation for the National Capitol Region.

As the assistant rector of Calvary Episcopal
Church, Father Kwasi was very active with
youth organizations and worked to extend the
church’s outreach to the surrounding urban
community.

Prior to joining Calvary, the Reverend
Thornell spent nearly a decade at the Wash-
ington National Cathedral. As canon mis-
sioner, he was responsible for pastoral and li-
turgical duties, and represented the cathedral
in areas of urban social justice and outreach
ministries. In this regard, Father Thornell was
especially effective in bringing a heightened
awareness to the problems of youth violence
in the community. He participated in numerous
forums and outreach efforts established to
eliminate the conditions that lead our youth
away from the church and into the arms of vi-
olence.

While at the cathedral, he also served as in-
terim precentor, responsible for planning and
directing religious services, creating liturgies,
writing prayers and preparing the Rota. During
his tenure, Father Thornell was also actively
involved in the church’s mission to highlight
the evils of apartheid in South Africa. He trav-
eled to that country as a participant in church-
sponsored delegations.

Father Kwasi’s early years in the ministry
were spent as minister and founder of the Al-

exander Crummell Center for Worship and
Learning in Detroit, MI. In St. Louis, he served
as the vicar of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
and as the deputy for urban mission for the
Episcopal Diocese of Missouri.

Throughout his distinguished and devoted
ministry, Father Kwasi has tirelessly worked to
improve the socioeconomic condition for the
disenfranchised and poor members of the
community. He has been a savior for those
children seeking a brighter tomorrow, and pro-
vided comfort and advice to persons suffering
pain, despair, and/or other forms of adversity.

He has used his ministry and the pulpit to
deliver powerful, inspiring and relevant ser-
mons, translating God’s message into commu-
nity action. He has done more than just
preach the Gospel. He has walked the Gos-
pel, endeavoring to make life just a little better
for the children and the downtrodden in our
community. He has worked with patients af-
flicted with HIV-Aids, and those persons suf-
fering from the disease of alcoholism. He is an
HIV-Aids education trainer, as well as a
trained counselor in alcohol abuse. His has
been a ministry filled with hopefulness and a
belief that humankind can have a brighter to-
morrow if we care for one another.

A man of seemingly boundless energy, The
Reverend Thornell has also devoted his time
to serve on numerous boards, including RAP,
Incorporated; the Church Association for Com-
munity Services; Episcopal Caring Response
to Aids, Childrens’ Defense Fund, and the Na-
tional African American Clergy HIV/AIDS Task
Force.

In addition to serving as president of the
District of Columbia Chapter of the Union of
Black Episcopalians [UBE], Father Kwasi also
is a member of the NAACP, the urban
League, the Council of Greater Washington,
and the Episcopal Urban Caucus.

Last year, Father Thornell realized a lifelong
dream when he starred as a cast member of
the production of Fraternity at Washington’s
historic and renowed Lincoln Theater.

Mr. Speaker, as the Reverend Kwasi An-
thony Thornell prepares to carry his profound,
wonderful, and inspirational ministry to St.
Philips and the greater Columbus community,
I am pleased to have this opportunity to salute
the many outstanding contributions he has
made to the citizens of the Washington metro-
politan area. I ask that my colleagues join me
in saying thank you and in extending our
heartfelt best wishes for continued success as
he prepares to begin a new, exciting, and
challenging chapter in his selfless ministry as
an exceptional servant of our Lord.
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Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, many of our
communities have special matters that define
their heritage and economic well-being. And
many of these communities have developed
such a heritage through the efforts of devoted
individuals. Munger, MI, is known for its an-
nual Potato Festival that has been held each
year since 1954. One man who deserves un-
qualified recognition for his efforts over the
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